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Background 

While Sea Alarm is chairing the HELCOM Expert Working Group on Oiled Wildlife Response (EWG OWR), the 
organisation is also continuing to assist NGO’s and governments internationally in developing professional 
wildlife response capabilities. With the help of an oil company, a short programme is being carried out to 
further firm up the European Oiled Wildlife Response Assistance Module (EUROWA) network. The paper that 
Sea Alarm will present outlines the objectives and activities of this programme. It will demonstrate how this 
programme is aiming to benefit oiled wildlife preparedness in the Baltic region. 

  

Action requested 

The Contracting Parties are requested to take note of this programme, and discuss the potential benefit of 

the programme to the Baltic Region, the work of the HELCOM RESPONSE and the EWG-OWR in particular.
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Mutual assistance framework for oiled wildlife response 
The response to oiled wildlife in Europe has over 50 years of history. With the Torrey Canyon incident, the 

UK was confronted with numerous live oiled birds washing ashore. Without experience, many of these 

animals died after a treatment attempt. Half of a century later, the science of rehabilitation has made huge 

progress, and the question whether an animal will survive its treatment is strongly dependent on the 

professionalism of the response. 

During an EU funded project in 2015-2016, the EUROWA project developed a large set of guidelines, as well 

as training programmes for the education of wildlife responders to reach levels of capabilities in which they 

can deliver such a professional response. Since the completion of the project, the training programmes are 

still continuing in different European countries. Some are privately funded, but in a few countries the lead 

national authority has adopted the EUROWA methodology and incorporated it in a national preparedness 

programme. The Netherlands is an example, where an annual budget of EURO 150 K is dedicated to 

develop and maintain national preparedness for oiled wildlife response at a level in accordance with 

international standards for good practice.  

In the aftermath of the Bow Jubail incident, summer 2018, the national preparedness system in the 

Netherlands was challenged, when a thousand mute swans became oiled in the Rotterdam Harbour, with a 

few hours after 218 t of bunker oil was spilt by a vessel that struck a jetty. While hundreds of citizens 

started spontaneous actions to rescue the oiled swans, the national response plan was activated. Via this 

activation, national and international responders were mobilised, and on arrival they merged together in a 

response according to EUROWA guidelines. Responders from Belgium, UK, Germany, Ireland, Estonia, 

Finland worked together with their Dutch colleagues to rehabilitate 522 captured oiled swans. The high 

release rate of 97.5% was possible because of these joint efforts, and the fact that all mobilised responders 

worked to the same standards and protocols, thanks to the uniformity of their training. 

Sea Alarm recently has received a grant from an oil company, ARAMCO OVERSEAS, to further the EUROWA 

principles via training and advocacy. In June 2019 Sea Alarm is organising a EUROWA summit with leading 

NGOs from different European countries. The idea is to establish EUROWA as a professional structure 

amidst national NGOs and European Authorities who together are interested in providing a professional 

response to an oiled wildlife emergency. The meeting will look at ways to establish a governance structure, 

and how to reach out to governments. 

Sea Alarm’s presentation aims to provide the outline of the EUROWA philosophy, in which national 

agreements on Government-NGO collaboration would provide an appropriately funded preparedness 

programme to allow national experts to attend international training and exercise events organised under 

the EUROWA umbrella. In this way, at an international level all trained and qualified experts can jointly 

assist the country that is facing a challenging incident, and help to ensure an outcome that was not possible 

50 years ago. 

 


